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intrigued the most against Lolita; he attacks the man, and the
King/ Tann, being a Protestant, joined in condemning the Arch-
bishop: The Germans say: beware of bulls from the front, of horses
from behind and of priests from all sides.'1

Added to everything, Ludwig I daily found a number of anony-
mous letters on his writing-table, amongst them one day one from
Regensburg with the inscription: Tor the King's own hands/
It contained a lampoon in the form of a curse on Ludwig and Lola
calling them 'libertine' and 'monster' respectively, in the true
cowardly manner of an anonymous writer.

Such things made the King angry. Bernstorff considered that his
irritability was 'frightful'. At the sittings with Kaulbach in
particular he declaimed in the strongest words against the
aristocracy, Jesuits, hypocrites, and the entire clerical party. Abel
adopted a waiting attitude both towards the King and in public,
but was nevertheless the prime mover in all attempts to separate
the King from the lady. He now played his trump card. Pope
Pius IX was approached. On the gth of February he wrote to
Ludwig from Rome2: 'Up to the present the King of Bavaria has
always been a firm pillar of the Catholic Cause. After hearing,
however, that Our Beloved Son has strayed from the paths of
virtue We realize that, owing to a great and far-reaching change,
this support has rotted and is bringing shame and disgrace on the
Catholic cause instead of help and honour. Considering all this
carefully, we admonish Our Dearly Beloved Son Ludwig I, King
of Bavaria, and entreat him by virtue of Our Office to return to
the path of righteousness and honour and not to tarnish the
renown handed down to him by his forefathers, who were great
in all things but particularly in the Catholic Religion/ In spite
of these words, the Pope gave the King the apostolic blessing at
the end of his letter, but this was not able to sweeten its bitter
tone. The effect was the same as in all other attempts. Even the
Holy Father's words passed unheeded. The only result was that
Ludwig's bitterness, rage, and indignation against everything
clerical knew no bounds.

Lola Montez, whose nationality rights had never been estab-
lished, had no papers. She now suggested to the King that he
should procure her Bavarian nationality. The thought at the

1  Tann to Ludwig I, Tann, 7th February, 1847.   Munich H.A.

2  Pope Pius IX to Ludwig I, Rome, 9th February, 1847.   A translated copy
from the Munich H.A.